
Jesus in the Qur'an vs. Bible
A comprehensive comparison of how Jesus (¿+s� in Arabic) is presented in Islam and 
Christianity, exploring the fundamental similarities and differences between these two 
major world religions' understanding of this central figure.



Two Perspectives, One Figure
Both Islam and Christianity revere Jesus as a pivotal religious figure, yet their understanding of his nature and mission differs significantly. This 
comparison explores how the Qur'an and Bible present Jesus, highlighting both shared reverence and theological distinctions.

Islamic View

Jesus as honored prophet and messenger, born miraculously but 
fully human

Christian View

Jesus is divine Son of God, both fully God and fully man, central to 
salvation



The Question of Identity

Qur'anic Perspective

Jesus (¿+s�) is a prophet and messenger, highly honored and born of the 
Virgin Mary by God's command. However, he is not considered divine - 
he remains fully human despite his miraculous birth and extraordinary 
mission.

Biblical Perspective

Jesus is the Son of God, the Messiah, both fully God and fully man as 
the second person of the Trinity. This dual nature - divine and human - is 
fundamental to Christian theology and understanding of salvation.



The Miraculous Birth
Both traditions affirm the virgin birth of Jesus, though they interpret its significance differently. This miraculous conception stands as a point of 
agreement between Islam and Christianity.

Qur'an: Divine Command

Mary conceives by God's word "Be!" - Jesus becomes a miraculous 
sign for all humanity, demonstrating God's power over creation.

Bible: Holy Spirit

Conception through the Holy Spirit makes Jesus "Emmanuel" - 
meaning "God with us" - signifying divine presence among 
humanity.



Titles and Honors

Islamic Titles

Called Messiah (al-Mas+h#), Word of God, Spirit from God, Prophet, 
and Servant of God - emphasizing his role as God's chosen 
messenger.

Christian Titles

Messiah/Christ, Son of God, Son of Man, Lord, Savior, and Word 
made flesh - emphasizing his divine nature and salvific role.



Mission and Purpose

Islamic Understanding

Jesus was sent specifically to guide the Children of Israel with a new 
scripture (Inj+l/Gospel). His core message centered on submission to 
God (Islam) and calling people back to pure monotheism.

Guide the Israelites

Deliver the Gospel (Inj+l)

Call to submission to Allah

Confirm previous scriptures

Christian Understanding

Jesus came to save all humanity from sin, fulfill the Law and Prophets, 
and establish God's kingdom through His life, death, and resurrection - a 
universal mission of redemption.

Save humanity from sin

Fulfill Old Testament prophecies

Establish God's kingdom

Provide path to eternal life



Miraculous Powers
Both traditions acknowledge Jesus performed extraordinary miracles, though they differ on the source and nature of these powers.

Healing Miracles

Both traditions affirm Jesus healed the blind, lepers, and various 
ailments

Raising the Dead

Qur'an and Bible both record Jesus bringing people back to life

Speaking as Infant

Qur'an uniquely mentions Jesus speaking from the cradle to defend 
Mary

Creating Life

Qur'an describes Jesus creating a bird from clay by God's permission



Source of Miraculous Authority

1

Qur'anic View

Jesus performs miracles by God's permission - emphasizing that all 
power comes from Allah alone, maintaining strict monotheism.

2

Biblical View

Jesus performs miracles by His own authority - demonstrating His 
divine nature and power as the Son of God.



The Crucifixion: A Fundamental Divide
Perhaps no topic creates a greater theological divide than the crucifixion of Jesus. This event represents the core difference between Islamic and 
Christian understanding.

Qur'anic Position

Jesus was not crucified - it only appeared so to observers. God 
raised Jesus to Himself, protecting His honored messenger from 
such a fate. The crucifixion is considered a misconception.

Biblical Position

The crucifixion is the central event of Christianity. Jesus willingly 
died on the cross for the forgiveness of humanity's sins, fulfilling 
God's plan of salvation through sacrifice.



Death and What Followed

Islamic Teaching

Jesus did not die on the cross but was raised alive to God. He remains 
alive in God's presence, awaiting his return to Earth at the end times to 
complete his mission.

Christian Teaching

Jesus truly died, was buried, and rose from the dead on the third day. 
This bodily resurrection is the cornerstone of Christian faith and the 
foundation of hope for eternal life.



The Resurrection Question

Resurrection
Qur'an: No Resurrection Account

Islam teaches that Jesus never died, therefore no resurrection 
occurred. He was taken up alive and will return at the appointed time.

Bible: Bodily Resurrection

The bodily resurrection on the third day is Christianity's cornerstone 
doctrine, proving Jesus' victory over death and validating His divine 
claims.



The Promise of Return
Both Islam and Christianity anticipate Jesus' second coming, though with different expectations and purposes for his return to Earth.

1

Current Age

Jesus absent from Earth, present with God

2

End Times

Signs and tribulations precede the return

3

Second Coming

Jesus returns to complete his mission

4

Final Judgment

Justice established, truth confirmed



Islamic Vision of Jesus' Return
In Islamic eschatology, Jesus will return at the end times as a just ruler and reformer, 
not as a divine figure but as God's appointed messenger.

01

Defeat the Antichrist

Jesus will confront and defeat the false 
messiah (Dajjal) who will deceive many 
people

02

Restore Justice

Establish peace and justice on Earth, 
ending oppression and corruption

03

Confirm Truth

Clarify religious truth and unite believers in pure monotheism



Christian Vision of Jesus' Return
Christianity anticipates Jesus' return as the divine Judge and King, coming to establish God's eternal kingdom and bring final salvation to believers.

Judge the Living and Dead

Jesus will return with divine authority to 
judge all humanity according to their deeds 
and faith

Bring Final Salvation

Complete the work of redemption, rescuing 
believers and condemning the wicked

Establish Eternal Kingdom

Create new heavens and new earth where 
God's will is perfectly fulfilled



Salvation and Redemption
The concept of salvation reveals perhaps the deepest theological difference between Islamic and Christian understanding of Jesus' role.

Islamic Perspective

Salvation comes through faith in God, good deeds, and following the 
guidance of prophets including Jesus. Each person is responsible for 
their own salvation through submission to Allah.

"And whoever seeks a religion other than Islam, it will never be 
accepted from him, and in the Hereafter he will be among the 
losers." - Qur'an 3:85

Christian Perspective

Salvation comes exclusively through faith in Jesus Christ's sacrificial 
death and resurrection. Jesus is the only mediator between God and 
humanity, offering redemption from sin.

"For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that 
whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life." - John 
3:16



Scripture and Revelation

Qur'anic View

Jesus received the Inj+l (Gospel) as divine revelation, but current Christian 
scriptures are considered altered from their original form. The Qur'an is 
the final, preserved revelation.

Biblical View

The New Testament Gospels accurately record Jesus' life, teachings, 
death, and resurrection. These scriptures are divinely inspired and 
preserved by God's providence.



Trinity vs. Monotheism
The doctrine of the Trinity represents a fundamental theological divide, touching on the very nature of God and Jesus' relationship to the divine.

Islamic Monotheism

Strict Tawhid - God is absolutely one, 
indivisible, without partners or equals. 

Jesus is honored but not divine.

Christian Trinity

One God in three persons - Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit. Jesus is fully God while 
remaining distinct from the Father.

Worship Implications

Islam: worship Allah alone. Christianity: 
worship includes Jesus as God incarnate.



Shared Values and Common Ground
Despite theological differences, Islam and Christianity share significant common ground in their reverence for Jesus and moral teachings.

Virgin Birth

Both affirm the miraculous conception and birth of Jesus through 
divine intervention

Moral Teacher

Jesus as exemplar of compassion, justice, and righteousness in both 
traditions

Miracle Worker

Recognition of Jesus' extraordinary supernatural abilities and divine 
signs

Second Coming

Expectation of Jesus' return at the end times to establish justice



The Central Difference

Divinity
1

Islamic View

Jesus is an exalted prophet and messenger, but remains fully human and 
created

2
Christian View

Jesus is the divine Son of God and Savior of the world, both God and 
man

This fundamental difference in understanding Jesus' nature shapes every other aspect of theology, worship, and religious practice in both faiths.



Canon of the New Testament vs. Qur9an
The New Testament reached its recognized 27-book canon in the 4th century CE, while the Qur9an was compiled and standardized into its final form 
by around 650 CE.

�  Qur9an Finalization
6103632 CE: Prophet Muhammad received revelations over 22 
years, recited them, and his followers memorized or wrote them on 
parchment, bones, and other materials.

632 CE (Muhammad9s death): The Qur9an was not yet compiled 
into a single book; it existed in oral and scattered written form.

c. 6333634 CE (Caliph Abu Bakr): After many memorizers were 
killed in battle, Abu Bakr ordered Zayd ibn Thabit to collect the 
Qur9an into a single manuscript.

c. 650 CE (Caliph Uthman): To prevent variations, Uthman 
commissioned an official recension and distributed standardized 
copies to major Islamic centers, ordering other versions destroyed.
<  The Qur9an was finalized by about 650 CE, within two 
decades of Muhammad9s death.

~  New Testament Canonization
1st32nd centuries CE: Early Christian communities circulated 
letters and gospels, but there wasn9t yet an agreed <canon.=

By c. 200 CE: Many churches widely recognized the four Gospels 
(Matthew, Mark, Luke, John) and Paul9s letters, though other 
writings were debated.

367 CE: Bishop Athanasius of Alexandria9s Festal Letter gives the 
first known list of the 27 books of the New Testament exactly as 
we have them today.

4th35th centuries CE: Councils such as the Synod of Hippo (393) 
and Council of Carthage (397, reaffirmed 419) formally recognized 
these 27 books as canon.
<  In short: the New Testament was effectively canonized in 
the 4th century CE, though usage solidified over the next couple 
of centuries.


